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The Million Man March

15 Years Later
by Bro. Christopher Hunt

The Kappa Xi Lambda Chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha
Fraternity, Inc. hosted a town hall style event the
“Million Man March: 15 Years Later " last month
as a way to commemorate the event and consider
guestions in the aftermath. Although more
guestions were posed than were answered, a
basic theme emerged: “What do we do now?” That
was the overwhelming sentiment when the panel
discussion reached its conclusion.

The panelists included Reverend Conrad Tillard,
selected the 2009 Pastor of the Year in Brooklyn
by Church Women United, who was a Minister in
the Nation of Islam at the time of the March, Ayinde
Jean-Baptiste, who as a 12-year boy gave a
resounding speech on the recommitments and
reevaluation of the potential in black youth, and
award-winning independent filmmaker Stacey
Muhammad, who produced “A Glimpse of Heaven,
The Legacy of the Million Man March.”

In 1995, Luis Farakhan, the leader of the Nation of
Islam, led the Million Man March to the National
Mall in Washington, D.C. It became an event of
monumental importance in the African-American
community, unifying many who participated. The
discussion was filled with memories of the March
and what it took to organize an event of such
magnitude. Memories flooded in about the impact
of seeing an endless sea of black men, social
activists, politicians, celebrities and brothers from
all demographics gathered in solidarity.

Continued on page 10

President’s Letter
Greetings Brothers and Guests!

It is with great pleasure that | welcome you to
our last newsletter for 2010. As we reflect over
the past year, we should take great pride in the
efforts we made as we focused on building our
brotherhood and expanding our efforts within the
community. Since the last newsletter the
chapter has continued to focus on “Getting Back
to the Basics” and immersed ourselves in
activities seeking to expand our impact within
the community.

We have maintained our focus on developing
and enhancing our relationships and
programming for the Alpha GENTS. Since the
college tour the Alpha GENTS continue to be
encouraged to work towards setting their goals
for the next phase of their lives. We have
continued to focus on community service with
brothers involved in an array of service
opportunities individually and collectively. Our
involvement in activities such as Project
Momentum and Project Homeless is only a
glimpse of the impact we can have on the
community.

While we take pride in the time and energy we
invested in others, we should be equally as
proud of our investment into each other. We
have continued to build upon our brotherhood
and get back to the basic elements of the
fraternal bond. The brotherhood support during
chapter programming, such as our Million Man
March Forum, Founders Day 5K, and Bro.
Powell's Toy and Supply Drive for Haiti proved
to only strengthen our brotherhood. The pride
we have shown as we look to epitomize 104
years of manly deeds, scholarship, and love for
all mankind within our beloved fraternity puts us
on pace to do even bigger and better things in
the future.

(Continued on next page)




President’s Letter

As we end 2010, and begin to set our path for
2011, may we continue to enhance our
involvement in the community and push
ourselves to enhance the quality of our efforts
and increase our impact within the community.
On behalf of the brothers of Kappa Xi Lambda, let
me take this opportunity to thank each and every
brother for their contributions, our partners for
their continued support, and our family and
friends for continuing to push us to be better
Alpha men. In this season of giving, | thank each
of you for your continued support of Kappa Xi
Lambda and we look forward to that support in
the upcoming year!! Happy Holidays!

Fraternally,

Lael Chappell
President, KXL Chapter
“Wall Street Alphas”
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President Lael Chappell (center),

joined other KXL bros in support of

Bro Kevin Powell's annual Holiday
Celebration.

On November 13 ™, Bro Kelso Anderson
and his wife Dimple were blessed with
their newest member of the family,
Kingston Suraj Anderson.
Congratulations bruh!

Inside this Edition




THE EDITOR’S REPORT

Greetings Brothers,

We've finally made it to December after what may
have been for many of us, another challenging
year. But hopefully any struggles that we faced
have only made us stronger!

Overcoming obstacles and resolving to make
tomorrow a better day was a common theme felt
by many some 15 years ago as a million folks
made their way to our nation’s capital to
participate in the Milion Man March. Kappa Xi
Lambda held a town hall meeting in November
with some key players from that historic event.
Are we better off now than 15 years ago? Was
the March a success? Were resolutions made on
that day kept? Those were some of the questions
tackled at the town hall. Be sure to read about
some of what occurred and visit our website in
the coming weeks for video from the event.

KXL kicked off the holiday season by serving
food for the Momentum Project who work with
those afflicted with HIV / AIDS on November 23
and then participating on Thanksgiving Day in Eta
Chapter's Project Homeless. That was quickly
followed by participation in the local Area’s
Founder’s Day program, our inaugural Founder’'s
Day 5K Run in the morning, then a reclamation
event on December 10 at
Abyssinian Baptist Church. In
just a few days, our annual
Holiday Party “The Stocking
Exchange” will take place.
Toys collected that evening
will be donated to needy
children through the Salvation
Army. Grab your crew and
come out strong in support of
this great annual event!
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Without a doubt Kappa Xi Lambda is finishing the
year off strong, but that doesn’t mean that things
will slow down one bit in 2011. Save the date,
February 19t and be prepared to come out and
support our Hope for Haiti event. This will be
unlike anything we've done before, bringing
together nationally known entertainers for song,
dance, and spoken word. As the name suggests,
proceeds from the event will benefit the
continuing recovery and rebuilding efforts in Haiti.
Highlighting some of what has been going on in
Haiti since the earthquake is an article written by
Bro. Jacques Etienne who has made several trips
to that country this year.

Bro. Gregory S. Parks will have his latest book
entitled, Alpha Phi Alpha: An Analysis of
Organizational Identity , published in spring 2011.
This will be a critical look at the fraternity from its
inception to the modern day. KXL Bro. Kelso
Anderson, who participated in one of the
chapters in the book that discusses hazing, offers

a preview of what the book is all about and how
he was able to contribute to Bro. Park’s work.
Other works by Brother Parks include Critical
Race Realism: Intersections of Psychology, Race,
and Law (The New Press 2008) and Black Greek
Letter Organizations in the 21st Century: Our
Fight Has Just Begun (University Press of
Kentucky 2008).

Finally, Bro Geshawn Williams
provides a few thoughts upon
visiting the grave site of Mother
Annie Singleton while at the
NYACOA convention.

‘06,
Brian Pruitt

Newsletter Editor in Chief
Wall St. Alphas

Note: The Editor’s report reflects thoughts or opinions of the Editor and are not necessarily
shared by the chapter or the Fraternity as a whole.



Haiti at the Intersection of
Hope and Despair

By Bro. Jacques Etienne

The January 12, 2010 earthquake that hit Port-au-Prince left
massive chaos and loss in infrastructure and lives. Beyond
these physical and enumerable impacts, the lasting impact of
the tremor threatens to tear the very fabric of Haitian society.
Indeed, the aftermath of the quake has laid bare the inability of
the government to attend to the basic needs of the population
due to its general lack of resources, and some argue capacity.
The void created by the absence of governmental action has
amplified the role played by the international donor community
and the non-governmental organizations (NGOSs). It is
estimated that 10,000 NGOs operate in Haiti. The efforts of
these actors are to be guided by a hastily developed National
Plan for Reconstruction presented at the United Nations on
March 31, 2010. The plan was met with pledges of around
$5.3 billion US dollars for the next 18 months to finance the
rebuilding effort. To date, less than 10 percent of that sum has
been received.

The magnitude and generosity of the response that came from
the world over created a sense of Hope amongst Haitians that
this devastating event could be used as a catalyst to remake
the nation. It was common to hear from leaders that we should
Bro. Etienne and former KXL strive for the creation of a Haiti 2.0. From the far corners of
President Antonio Johnson at rural Haiti to the cities around the world where its Diaspora can
2008 Regional Convention. be found, Haitians engaged in reflections and meetings about
the nation they wanted to build. More importantly, they
assessed the contributions they stood ready to receive. Many, primarily those in the medical field, flew to
Haiti to assist with the immediate response. Others went to act as volunteers to help in the tent cities that
began to proliferate around the capital. Coupled with the humanitarian aid and foreign workers that poured
into Port-au-Prince, it felt as if a veritable army was forming to meet the challenge head on. Although there
were a few miscues, a response mechanism and structure developed quickly through the implementation
of a cluster system, each targeting specific issues. While not perfect, a working structure delivering aid
created a sense of hope in the population that something worked, and just maybe it indicated the beginning
of a break from the past.

Aside from the establishment of the structure to address the issues resulting from the earthquake, the
seeming coordination and communication amongst various sectors of the society that had traditionally
been suspicious of each other engendered a sense of optimism. The private sector spoke of its need to
modernize and create more entrepreneurs to support small enterprise development to revive the economy
and support job creation. The civil society spoke of its desire to coordinate its efforts to reduce
redundancies, and to be more accountable to the national and local authorities thereby strengthening and
assisting in social planning. The government for its part revealed itself to be very interested in building new
housing, and addressing the shortcomings in the health and educational sectors. The common thread of
these plans was the need to decentralize political life and economic activity from the capital, and breathe
life into the rural areas to unlock their productive capacity.




....Haiti

Continued from page 4

Often referred to as the republic of Port-au-Prince, the overcrowding of the city, with a population of over 2
million, but the infrastructure for 200 thousand, has been blamed as a major reason for the massive loss of
life and infrastructure resulting from the earthquake. Most analysts concluded the failure of the state to
enforce city planning and housing codes, along with the massive exodus of the rural areas, contributed to
an explosion of shantytowns where most live in conditions of abject poverty. That population, consisting
mostly of poor women and children, were the most affected by the quake. These groups are also the least
represented in the debate on the reconstruction efforts. As the pace of the response slowed down in recent
months, and the national attention turned to the general elections held at the end of November, one could
feel their growing frustration that their plight was being ignored. Close to a year after the seismic event, the
debris covering Port-au-Prince remains largely untouched, and an outbreak of cholera aided by the sub-
standard living conditions threatens to reach pandemic proportions. In fact, the continued formation of new
encampments of tent cities seems to be the only response of the population abandoned to fend for itself.

To be fair, the adopted National Plan of Reconstruction calls for the creation of a central agency capable of
planning and managing the investment necessary in various sectors to move the country forward.
However, its staffing has progressed slowly and its functioning is at best opaque to the general population.
Moreover, the scopes of most of the initial projects approved do not address the immediate needs faced by
the population. This is added to the fact that no plan was enacted to help shelter the displaced from the
just ended hurricane season. Crimes, rape in particular, have been rampant in many of the camps and
usually go on with impunity. The distribution of food has become uneven as NGOs have retreated from
certain communities. Although economic activity has resumed, the loss of industries has exacerbated the
already high unemployment rate endemic to Haiti, and the bonanza of jobs expected from the cleanup and
reconstruction efforts seems a distant prospect.

However, not all is dire. A closer examination reveals many initiatives at the community level which lessen
the suffering and help alleviate the pressing needs of the people. The most successful of these
organizations tend to put the communities in decision-making roles to ensure that their views are
incorporated in the planning and the activities reflect their choices. A positive by-product of these efforts is
the process of knowledge transfer. Given the high level of illiteracy and lack of training accessible to most,
these activities train the population in the life cycle of projects, and equip them to be the central actors in
shaping the future. They also engage the community in productive activities. Some communities have
begun to develop their own commercial interest. However, since most of these community based efforts
are ill-funded, they lack the capacity to build their operation to scale and have a massive impact on the
economy. Nevertheless, they are examples of the positive effect that engaging the population in the
development can yield.

The lack of significant action and measurable progress since January 12, 2010 has given rise to the
perception that hope felt in the immediate aftermath of the earthquake was a mirage. The chaos
threatening to engulf the nation, given the disputed result of the election, feeds that notion and portends
that instead of building Haiti 2.0, the nation may be regressing to a beta version. Walking around Port-au-
Prince these days, the blankness of the stares tell a story that despair may be close. However, in many
pockets, primarily outside of the capital, one still senses hope holding on with the faintest of breath.




Alpha G.E.N.T. Andy Munoz (Senior, LaSalle Academy) has been selected as a 2010-2011 Posse
Scholar and will receive a full tuition scholarship to attend the prestigious and highly ranked L afayette
College, in Pennsylvania. Tuition at Lafayette College is $38,000 per year and he will be able to go for
four years... FREE (that's $152,000 total scholarship ).

Also, Alpha G.E.N.T. Johnny De La Cruz (Senior, Bishop Ford Central Catholic High School), has
also been named a 2010-2011 Posse Scholar! Johnny will attend the University of Southern California, a
world renowned institution of higher learning and currently ranked #23 on the U.S. News and World
Reports Best Colleges List. He will receive a scholarship in the amount of $41,022 per year for four years

Again, Congratulations to both Andy and Johnny... JOB WELL DONE !l!

To learn more about the Posse foundation go here... http://iwww.possefoundation.org/
Learn more about Lafayette College Here: http://www.lafayette.edu/
More information about U.S.C: htip://www.usc.edu/

We get to nhominate and prep four students every year for he Posse Award - which GENT will be the next
to win this award?




“Alpha Phi Alpha: An Analysis of
Organizational ldentity”

A Preview by Bro. Kelso Anderson

Alpha Phi Alpha: An Analysis of

Organizational Identity (Gregory S. Parks &
Stefan M. Bradley eds., University Press of
Kentucky 2011) is a critical analysis of what
Alpha's identity was intended to be, at its
inception, and what it has become. Employing a
variety of methodological approaches and

disciplinary perspectives, the authors provide one

of the first public and scholarly looks at any black
Greek-letter organizations.

My contribution to the book is to the chapter
entitled “The Harms and Hazards of Hazing:
Medical, Sociocultural, and Legal Perspectives.”
Along with Brothers Doctor Richard Reddick,
Terry Frazier and Derrick Jenkins, we approach
the canker that is hazing from the named
disciplinary perspectives with current research

and scholarly musings. My sub-chapter is entitled

“Hazing Leitmotifs: Considering Potential Claims
and Defenses,” and, as it suggests, | focus on
potential legal claims and defenses that have
arisen in case law prodded by hazing conduct.

Our effort was truly collaborative, however, as we
edited each other’s work and suggested ways to
improve each other’s presentation of information
concerning our beloved fraternity!

The new book is scheduled to be available to the
public in the Spring of 2011 and may be
purchased or ordered from any local bookstore at
that time. For Brothers and other BGLO
members who cannot wait until then, you may
order the book and pay by check or money order:
the mailing address is: 5216 lllinois Avenue,
N.W.; Washington, D.C. 20011. You may also
contact Brother Parks directly at
gsp28@cornell.edu to learn how you can take
advantage of discounts that will be offered to
Brothers.

“Brother Anderson's contribution
to this work focuses on the
chapter dealing with the factors
that constrain how Alpha may
identify, select, and train
prospective Alpha men. More
specifically, Brother Anderson's
work analyzes the statutory and
case law with respect to hazing,
to define the legal parameters of
whatever Alpha's ‘process’ is to
be.”

— Bro Dr. Gregory S. Parks










Brothers in attendance along with our phenomenal panelists at our town hall discussion revisiting the Million Man March.

....Million Man March

Continued from Page 1

But what was misunderstood by many, Reverend Tillard stated, was that there was no singular focus of the
Million Man March. There was no intended agenda. No political platform. No action to be pushed through. But
that did not mean that there was no point.

The collection of a million-plus strong gathered in one place without incident, the majority of whom came from
the black community, said many different things. It said that we could unify if we wanted to. It said that Black
America could assemble its own army of men without imploding. It said that we were stronger than we thought
we were; that we should support each other and call each other to the carpet, if needed. And it was needed.
So the question remained that day, after the panel discussion, the same as it did some 15 years ago as we
gathered on the National Mall: What do we do now? We told each other that when we left that room that we
would be responsible for ourselves and for one another. We would each take a role in bettering our community
and our culture. We promised that every day would be a celebration of the anniversary of the Million Man
March.

Rev. Jesse Jackson said it best in his summation regarding the march: “We must not let the message of the
Million Man March be mangled by the discordant commentary that has surrounded it. Hundreds of thousands of
African American men gathered together in an historic witness that confounded cynics. Their spirit was
purposeful, not hostile. They found joy in unity, not division. Their pledge for personal atonement and
reaffirmation was yoked to a commitment to political action. In one shimmering day in the nation's capital,
African American men held the nation's attention as they asserted the promise of a return to traditional
morality.”



Paying respects to the
Mother of the Fraternity

by Bro. Geshawn “Lou” Williams

During the NYACOA conference (November 5-7,
2010) in Buffalo, NY, | had the pleasure of
making the pilgrimage to visit an icon in our dear
Fraternity’s history. Several Brothers from
throughout the State of New York, including
NYACOA President-Elect Lucien Metellus and
members of the host chapters Rho Lambda and
Delta Epsilon went to visit Anne Cora
Singleton’s grave site on Sunday, November 7,
2010.

To most, Annie Cora Singleton is affectionately
acknowledged as Momma Singleton, because it
was at her residence of 411 East State Street
that the formative meetings of Alpha Phi Alpha
Fraternity were held.

A brother from Rho Lambda shared with us that
his maternal mother was buried a section from
Momma Singleton’s grave site. Until then he
had no idea how close he was to an iconic figure
in his beloved Fraternity.

For me, seeing Momma Singleton’s grave site
brought to life a critical part of our history book.

Being able to see and feel her name
embroidered in the stone gave her more
presence and elevated her to more than a
figure in my history book.

After our prayer, we sung the Alpha Hymn
in Momma Singleton’s honor. The
occasion, the gravesite, and the gathering
of new brothers, old and young, resonated
with me and brought to mind a poem.
“Goodwill is the monarch of this house,
men unacquainted, enter, shake hands,
exchange greetings and depart friends....”




First of All, Servants of All
Community, Mentorship, Brotherhood
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- A Century of Leadership -

Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.

Kappa Xi Lambda Chapter
P.O. Box 5382
New York, NY 10185-5382

Contact us at WSANews@gmail.com

Visit us at www.wallstreetalphas.com and www.wsacf.org




