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PRESIDENTôS LETTER 
 

Greetings Brothers and Guests,  

  

It is with great pleasure that I welcome you to 

another edition of the Wall Street Alphas 

Newsletter. The brothers of Kappa Xi Lambda 

have started the year focused on seeking ways 

to expand our impact on the community, while 

continuing to expand and strengthen our 

brotherhood. The brothers ended the 2010 ï 

2011 fraternal year with a productive national 

convention in Chicago and immediately began 

planning our 2011 ï 2012 calendar. The 

Executive Board and Committee Chairmen met 

with the objective of building on the foundation 

of the previous fraternal year and establishing 

how we can expand and strengthen our impact 

on the community. The brothers took feedback 

from the community and brotherhood as we 

successfully got ñBack to the Basicsò last year 

and look to ñBuild the Brandò throughout the 

2011 ï 2012 fraternal year.  

  

Before the year kicked off, we had several 

brothers make the journey through the storm to 

DC for the historic dedication of the MLK 

Monument. As one of the individuals who was 

fortunate to be in attendance, words cannot 

express the array of emotions felt the first time 

you observe the monument in person. As we 

prepared to observe the 10 Year Anniversary of 

September 11th, and the beginnings of the 

Occupy Wall Street movement in the weeks to 

come, the dedication ceremony could not have 

come at a better time. Brothers came back to 

New York even more inspired and prepared to 

kick off the fraternal year with the enthusiasm, 

and dedication it takes to continue to live the 

dream of Bro. Martin Luther King and all other 

individuals who fought so that we could have so 

many opportunities bestowed upon us today.  

 

Continued on page 2 
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GENTLE BEGINNINGS 
by Bro. Ted Ingram 

Welcomed by 11 chapter brothers, 5 parents and 22 

students, The GENTS (Gaining Essential 

Networking and Tools for Success) program began 

with itôs first meeting, on Saturday, September 17, 

2011. Over the summer, returning GENTS each 

read an assigned book and wrote essays on their 

interpretation of the literature. During the meeting 

they shared their individual summer experience and 

reaffirmed their commitment to the program as well 

as their educational goals. As we said ñsee you 

laterò to our graduating seniors from last year, 

appropriately, we welcomed 5 new students to the 

GENTS program. We are also excited about our 4 

seniors as they are currently going through the 

college admission process.  In October, the GENTS 

were chaperoned on an overnight stay at Syracuse 

University for our annual college  tour (see the 

article and pictures on page 17). The chapter is 

excited to work with these young men and 

anticipates a productive school year.  

 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS  

November 4         NYACOA  

November 8         Chapter Meeting  

November 10       100 Years Lateré.. 

November 12       Alpha GENTS Session  

November 17       Food/Clothing Drive  

December 4          FOUNDERôS DAY 

December 13       Chapter Meeting  

December 15       Stocking Exchange  

December 17       Alpha GENTS Session  
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Kappa Xi Lambda started off the fraternal year 

with an eventful week we entitled ñNew York 

State of Mindò. We released a special edition of 

our newsletter where brothers reflected on their 

memories of September 11th, we had our first 

chapter meeting for the fraternal year, organized 

a mixer for the community where we raised funds 

for the First Responders of September 11th, we 

met with our Alpha GENTS and their parents to 

kick off the monthly sessions for the fraternal and 

school year, we had our First Annual Family 

Picnic for the brothers, our families, the GENTS, 

and our supporters, and finally, we capped the 

week off by coordinating the brothers in the area 

coming together to participate in the African 

American Day Parade. While tired moments 

found the brothers a delightful treat after the host 

of activities, the brothers took a great deal of 

pride in all that we were able to accomplish and 

the various ways we were able to touch the 

community.  

  

It is clear to the brothers of Kappa Xi Lambda that 

we must take ownership of our responsibility to 

do our part to make the world a better place and 

we are motivated to continue to make a 

difference. We realize the power of our 

brotherhood and want to make sure we set the 

standard of excellence in which we should 

approach all that we do. The chapter will continue 

to focus on balancing the business of Alpha while 

strengthening our brotherhood, we will continue 

to focus on reclaiming our brothers and 

integrating them back into the business of Alpha, 

we will continue to work with our partners and 

support our partners in their efforts in the 

community, and, just as importantly, we will 

continue to be dedicated to investing in the 

development of each other professionally, 

personally, and spiritually. I am proud to say that 

the culture of the brotherhood in Kappa Xi 

Lambda is to be more than a meeting we attend 

once a month, but the opportunity to truly 

experience and embrace the essence of Alpha. 

Let us continue to hold the light high as we 

indulge in our call to the community and the 

better making of men. Onward and upwards 

brothers!  

 

Lael Chappell 

President, KXL Chapter 

ñWall Street Alphasò 

WEDDING BELLS FOR WIKY!  
 

On September 2 nd , Brother Wiky 
Toussaint wed Shavonnie in a small 
quiet ceremony.  Best to you both!  

 
ñYear of Miraclesò 

 

 

NEW KXL 
ARRIVAL!  

 
On October23 rd , 

Bro. Michael 
Abraham and his 

wife Darlene 
recently were 
blessed with  

their son Tyler 
Abraham.   

 
Congrats  
Brother!  
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Greetings Brothers,  

 

I remember several years ago reading an article in 

the Sphinx about  a few brothers who came up 

with an idea to create a memorial for Bro. Dr. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. A foundation was created 

and efforts were made through various avenues 

to raise funds to go toward seed money needed 

to move the project along, gain Congressional 

buy-in, identify an artist to come up with the 

appropriate vision, and ultimately break ground 

and build the monument.  I donôt think enough 

credit can be given to Bro. Harry Johnson who 

guided the project from start to finish.  Iôm sure 

there were any number of tense moments behind 

the scenes that could have doomed the project.  

Hopefully that story will some day be told.  KXL 

brother John Lee, who grew up in Atlanta and 

attended the initial ceremony for  Alpha brothers 

the weekend of August 25th, shares some 

personal thoughts on how that weekend went 

down and what the memorial meant to him. 

 

On September 11, we all came together as a 

nation, shed a few tears, and honored the 

memories of those lost at the World Trade Center 

 

 

 

  

 

 

protesters unorganized and without direction 

while the proponents cited numerous grievances, 

noting in their opinion that many of the 1% who 

hold the majority of the national wealth could be 

found down on Wall Street.  Whatever the case, it 

seems clear that the movement has evolved with 

unions coming aboard, donations pouring in, and 

sympathetic protests springing up worldwide.  

Author, activist, and community organizer Bro. 

Kevin Powell spent some time with the protesters 

and offers some of his thoughts on what the 

movement is really all about. 

 

The announcement of the KXL Brother of the Year 

(BOTY) award each spring is an anticipated event 

in the chapter and usually identifies a brother 

who has set himself apart during the year by 

going above and beyond in pushing the chapters 

initiatives forward and being a good brother to all.  

First year President Lael Chappell was our latest 

recipient and isnôt about to slow down as he leads 

KXL forward in his second term as President.  

Former two-time BOTY winner Tony Thompson 

had the pleasure of interviewing Bro. Chappell as 

he balances his busy career, higher education 

obligations, entrepreneurial interests, and chapter 

duties. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE EDITORôS REPORT 

ten years ago.   But just a 

few days later on 

September 17, the ñOccupy 

Wall Streetò movement 

began a few blocks down 

the street.  National unity 

soon turned sour as 

opponents of the 

movement   called   the 

 

And please be sure to note 

what our Alpha GENTS have 

been up to lately.  Itôs going 

to be another very busy year. 

 

ó06, 

 

Brian Pruitt 

Newsletter Editor in Chief 

Wall St. Alphas 

Note: The Editorôs report reflects thoughts or opinions of the Editor and are not necessarily 

shared by the chapter or the Fraternity as a whole. 

The Wall Street brothers are back 
to business in the Big Apple.  
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Etched in History: My Visit to the  

MLK Memorial and Dedication 
by Bro. Dr. John Michael Lee, Jr. 

 

Though Hurricane Irene cancelled 

the public dedication ceremony for 

the MLK Memorial, she could not 

dampen the hearts and minds of 

the members of Alpha Phi Alpha 

Fraternity, Incorporated who 

gathered in Washington, DC on 

August 25-27, 2011.  Thousands of 

Alpha men from across the 

country, including several 

members of Kappa Xi Lambda, 

came to get a glimpse of the 

memorial dedicated to the life and 

legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  

As I drove down to DC for the 

dedication, I must admit that I was 

filled with excitement.  Growing up 

in Atlanta, it was no accident that I 

learned about the life and 

leadership of Dr. King early in my 

education.   
 

 

 

  

 

 

In addition to attending the King Center for Non-violence several times as a child, I also visited the 

original Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlanta. Though I was a member of Butler Street CME Church as 

a child growing up, I was baptized in the old Ebenezer Baptist Church because our church did not 

have a baptism pool. Throughout the years, I have always felt a connection to Dr. King.  His life has 

been a constant inspiration to me, and I could never forget the first time I heard Dr. King recite his ñI 

have a dream speechò.  I thought to myself that he was a man I could look up to, and so he has 

always served as an inspiration to me.   

  

When I arrived in DC on Thursday, August 25, I cannot begin to describe my feelings.  I was awed at 

the number of Alpha men who had made the trip to DC.  As we stood in line to get our ticket, though 

the line was long, it was also very fraternal.  I saw many brothers that I had not seen in a long time, 

and it was great to reach out to and reconnect with them as we waited to make history.  I immediately 

saw General President Herman ñSkipò Mason going down the length of the line talking and engaging 

with brothers. As Skip proceeded down the line, brothers greeted him with reverence and 

appreciation while he asked us to ñplease be patient.ò  However, I think all brothers can agree that it 

was definitely worth the wait.  

 

We boarded the buses at 8:00 AM on Friday to attend the official dedication of the MLK Memorial by 

the brothers of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. Though there were thousands of Alphas in 

attendance, I also saw members of each of the Divine Nine in attendance, and all I could think as I 

saw them was ñIf we lead, they shall follow.ò  As the program began, we began to appreciate just how  

   
Continued on page 7 

 

 

Not even a hurricane could dampen the 
spirit and success of an historical weekend.  

KXL was there.  
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 much leadership it took to bring the MLK Memorial to fruition.  After receiving a great invocation from 

Brother Reverend Dr. Joseph E. Lowry, we received greetings from the Honorable Constance 

Albanese ñConnieò Morella, former U.S. Representative from Maryland, who was instrumental in 

writing and passing the legislation that authorized the memorial to be placed on the National Mall on 

federal property and gave Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Incorporated the right to plan, fundraise and 

build the memorial to MLK.   Dr. Kingôs daughter, Elder Bernice King, then gave us a rousing speech 

on what this occasion meant, and she pointed out that ñit makes sense that daddy is standing while 

Lincoln is sitting, because daddy stood for justiceéò  As Elder King spoke, I felt the energy in the 

audience rise with her.   

  

The event continued with reflections of the MLK memorial by each of the living General Presidents: 

Brother James R. Williams, 25th General President; Brother Ozell Sutton, 26th General President; 

Brother Charles C. Teamer, Sr. , 27th General President; Brother Dr. Henry Ponder, 28th General 

President; Brother Milton C. Davis, 29th General President; Brother Adrian L. Wallace, 30th General 

President; Brother Harry E. Johnson, Sr., 31st General President; Brother Darryl R. Matthews, Sr., 

32nd General President; and Brother Herman ñSkipò Mason, Jr., 33rd General President.  Each was 

presented with a special medallion for their leadership in bringing the memorial to reality, and each 

shared stories of how this great venture was started through the vision and leadership of four 

brothers from the Zeta Rho Lambda Chapter who saw the need to build a memorial to Dr. King.  

They described the long and arduous tasks that were required to make this Memorial come to pass, 

from Fraternity approval to the halls of Congress. Further, they exclaimed how once all these hurdles 

were overcome, they commenced the work to raise the money necessary to build the memorial.  

Brother Harry E. Johnson received a standing ovation from the brothers for his part in raising the 

$150 million dollars necessary to build the memorial.  After the dedication ceremony, the brothers 

reverently and silently marched to the actual memorial site to take a group picture and to view the 

memorial for the first time.   It was truly a historic moment to see the Mountain of Despair, and then 

to see King standing in front of the Mountain of Despair as a beacon of Hope.  From the memorial I 

could also see the Jefferson Memorial and the Lincoln Memorial.  I can now say that a King stands 

between two Presidents on the National Mall.   The brothers of Kappa Xi Lambda gathered for 

pictures in front of the memorial as we took in the sites of the memorial as a chapter and a 

brotherhood.   

  

After leaving the memorial site, we headed to the Washington Convention Center for the Memorial 

Luncheon which was highlighted by an address by The Honorable Brother Andrew J. Young, Jr. 

(former mayor of Atlanta and Ambassador to the United Nations).  Following the luncheon, brothers 

departed to change into our black tie ensembles for the gala that evening entitled ñMLK: A 

Monumental Lifeò honoring Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  This Broadway quality production featured 

performances and appearances by Kenny Lattimore, Della Reese,  Cassi Davis, Clifton Davis, Cuba 

Gooding, Jr., Jasmine Guy, Omari Hardwick, Brother Hill Harper, Lalah Hathaway, Tramaine 

Hawkins, Jennifer Holiday, Terrance Howard, The Pace Sisters, Kelly Price and Nate Parker just to 

name a few.  Though I and many brothers left the next morning to return home before the full effects 

of Hurricane Irene reached the city, we left DC with a sense of hope and pride in the memorial and in 

our fraternity. I also left with a renewed spirit that I plan to take into this fraternal year here at Kappa 

Xi Lambda.   

é.Etched in History 
 
Continued from page 6 
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I wasn't sure what to expect on the sunny and gusty afternoon of Wednesday, October 5, 2011, when I left 

a lunch meeting in the Wall Street area of Lower Manhattan, New York City. I purposely scheduled the get-

together there so I could easily move from the restaurant to Zuccotti Park, on Broadway between Liberty 

and Cedar near Ground Zero, where protesters have been camped out for three weeks. No, they are not 

actually occupying Wall Street (the city and the police are making sure of that), but they are close enough, 

right smack in the middle of America's largest and most powerful financial district. This began this past 

summer when the anti-capitalist magazine AdBusters put out a call for Americans to occupy Wall Street on 

September 17th. With people's rebellions in places like Egypt, Spain, and the American state of Wisconsin 

still fresh in some folks' minds, seems it was only a matter of time that protests would begin to spread, like 

wildfire, throughout America, regardless of who is in the White House at this very moment. 

  

I came because I am in support of the protesters, of the Occupy Wall Street movement in New York and 

elsewhere, for two basic reasons. One, I too have been profoundly affected, financially, by The Great 

Recession, and I grew up in poverty, my single mother and I, so it troubles me to the highest degree to see 

anyone in America suffering hardships, economic or otherwise. Secondly, I have been a political and 

community activist and organizer for 27 long years, since I was a teenage student and youth leader, and 

I've worked in all sorts of movements and mini-movements. I've organized or participated in more building 

takeovers, sit-ins, marches, rallies, conferences, benefits, disaster relief efforts, concerts, and political and 

community interventions and negotiations than I can even recall at this point. This is my life work, to help 

people to help themselves. Thus any time I see or hear of a critical social cause, if I am able to do so, I am 

going to jump right in. 

  

It is this spirit I carried into Zuccotti Park. And what an amazing spiritual and political vibe there: People on 

laptops and hand-held devices typing or texting nonstop. People napping on blankets, sleeping bags, or 

the grass. People plucking guitar strings, blowing horns, and banging on drums and garbage cans. People 

having random but passionate conversations here and there about "capitalism," "democracy," "President 

Obama," or "the police." People sitting peacefully, in a circle, as they meditate amidst all the compelling, 

organic, and chaotic magic around them. People serving food to the regular protesters in the community 

kitchen, while other people are painting demonstration signs on strips of cardboard with captions like "Poor 

people did not crash the economy" or "Give me back my future." People borrowing, returning, or thumbing 

through books from the makeshift lending library. Everyday people, mostly younger, but certainly a number 

of elders, some of whom, I am sure, have in their activist resumes Civil Rights or anti-Vietnam work, or a 

fond memory of Woodstock. Most of the people here are White, although there are some people of color 

present, too. Also very clear that there are straight folks and gay folks, persons with disabilities, and 

persons who are war veterans, with a few wearing their camouflage-green uniforms. 

  

As I walked slowly through Zuccotti, from the Broadway entrance to the Trinity Place side, I thought it 

strangely ironic that the park's northwest corner is across the street from the old World Trade Center site. 

In fact Zuccotti Park was covered in debris immediately after the September 11, 2001 attacks, and 

subsequently was used as a staging area for recovery efforts. Kissing the sky high above Zuccotti now is 

the Freedom Tower, the 105-story edifice with a price tag of about $3 billion and counting, which will finally 

be opened some time in 2013. 

  

I also thought of the fact that Lower Manhattan had once been the staging area for significant parts of the 

 

Continued on page 9 

SPECIAL COMMENTARY 

Occupy Wall Street:  

The Revolution Will Be Multiplied 
by Bro. Kevin Powell 
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American slave trade, the importation of Africans, my people, literally creating the concept of Wall Street 

and the New York Stock Exchange because, well, the first stocks ever exchanged and the first global 

economy were enslaved Black people. As proof, not far from the Occupy Wall Street protest is the African 

Burial Ground, where bones of some of these Africans were discovered several years back. And before 

the Africans, and the European settlers, slaveholders, and colonizers, were the original owners of this land, 

the Native Americans. Manhattan as a word is of the Lenape language, and it means "island of many hills." 

  

Not that any of the above would be known to the average person, or perhaps even the average protester 

here, but I think it important for those of us who call ourselves Americans, or human beings, or both, to be 

clear that nothing we do, with a structure or not, is without a context, or is ever disconnected from the 

history of who we are. We literally walk atop the spirits and the graves of the good and the bad that has led 

us to these days of protest and occupation. 

  

We the people, that is. Therefore, this infant movement is absolutely correct in stating, loudly, "We are the 

99 percent." We the American people, of diverse backgrounds, while the wealthiest 1 percent in America 

owns and controls 42 percent of America's wealth. You see it with the completely-out-of-control 

unemployment numbers and rapid freefall of America's middle class, as well as the horrific reality of 

America's underclass. You see it with the tax breaks and in-your-face salaries for corporations and their 

executives. You see it with the soaring crime rates in our communities, those crimes directly tied to 

financial desperation, especially in ghetto communities. You see it with students either dropping out of 

college due to tuition hikes and a decrease in student loans, and you see it with students with degrees on 

various levels that simply cannot find a job, any job. And you see it with the people sitting in court fighting 

foreclosure on their homes, or battling landpersons to hold onto apartments they rent. 

  

Why this very week of the mass Occupy Wall Street protest my office has been inundated with calls, 

emails, and social network messages from people, everyday people, searching for work, or an apartment 

they can afford. One woman, a 74-year-old Brooklyn resident, is on the ledge, about to be evicted, but can 

only spare $800-$850 per month for rent. Her monthly social security check is $931. So she will have just 

$80-$130 per month to cover things like groceries, public transportation, and her prescription drugs. In the 

richest nation on earth it is completely inhuman and obscene that there are so many people suffering, 

surviving, barely, day-to-day, as images of wealth, power, and privilege are routinely thrown in our faces 

via our mass media culture. 

  

So Occupy Wall Street protests in New York City and throughout America is for those of us who feel our 

voices and misery have been ignored. It is for those of us who believed, way down in our guts, that Barack 

Obama, the 2008 presidential candidate, was the change, finally, America had been waiting for. But I knew 

even then that that was not the case, that the best Mr. Obama could possibly be was a symbol of what was 

possible, but that real change only happens from the bottom up, from the people, never from the top down. 

That was the case with slavery and the abolitionist movement. That was the case for women and the 

feminist movement. That has been the case for the lesbian, bisexual, gay, and transgender community, 

and the gay rights movement. And that was certainly the case for Black folks and the Civil Rights 

Movement. 

  

So it must be the case, now. And that is precisely why this people's "revolution" has multiplied. If you visit 

www.occupytogether.org, you see meet-up and actions on many levels presently happening in nearly 500 

 

Continued on page 10 

é.Occupy Wall Street 
 
Continued from page 8 
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American cities. If you visit http://wearethe99percent.tumblr.com/Introduction you get personal testimonies 

from everyday people describing how tough their lives are during these times. Some mainstream media 

tried to ignore, distort, or even mock this movement initially, but no more. Not when celebrities like Susan 

Sarandon and Russell Simmons have come aboard to support, and not when 700 protesters were arrested 

attempting to cross the Brooklyn Bridge the other day. And not when you are dealing with a generation of 

young people so tech-savvy they are very clear that they are the media themselves, fully stocked with 

video cameras, informational websites, and even their own newspaper, "The Occupied Wall Street 

Journal." This is a movement everyone, and you need to get a late pass if you are missing what is 

happening here. For this is historic. 

  

At least labor unions in cities like New York and Boston get it. What made October 5th so special is that 

workers were present in a massive way for the first time. Some 20,000 protesters showed up, many of 

them belonging to my city's largest labor unions, led by their union presidents. At Foley Square, a stone's 

throw from the Manhattan exit of the Brooklyn Bridge, and where the long-running tv drama "Law & Order" 

was often filmed, nurses, teachers, and other organized labor folks swarmed to a rally and march in 

solidarity with the Occupy Wall Street protesters. What was most memorable is the fact that one union 

leader after another admitted they were simply following the lead of "these young leaders." Unions 

definitely remain important in New York City politics, as evidenced by the assembly line of elected officials 

who showed up hoping to get the obligatory photo opportunity and microphone moment. But, to me, if we 

are to have a truly progressive, multicultural movement in America, it Is going to demand a different kind of 

coalition for these times, one led by a new configuration of progressive voices, and not overwhelmed by 

union leaders, not overwhelmed by politicians, not overwhelmed by religious leaders, and certainly not 

overwhelmed by the funding of corporations or foundations (I duly noted what leaders and organizations 

were not in attendance because of who clearly funds their work). That old guard coalition has been 

happening since the Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s and 1960s and it has run its course and we must 

let it die a natural death. While I was certainly glad and honored to be at this union-led rally (my own 

mother was a long-time member of 1199SEIU in Jersey City, where I was born and raised), my heart and 

mind were with the people in the crowd, and back at Zuccotti Park. Later for power or ego trips, photo 

opps, or who can and cannot speak at a rally. This is about the people, like that 74-year-old woman my 

team and I are desperately trying to find an apartment she can afford. And not for nothing, we've got to 

support the leaders, visible or not, who are actually the voices for the people and have their pulse on the 

veins of the people. 

  

For when we in leadership positions, whether we call ourselves leaders or not, and begin to think in those 

terms, and not in terms of our careers or our prestige or our individual or organizational agendas, then and 

only then do we begin to do what the Tea Party begat in 2009: a natural-birth movement led by the people, 

then nurtured into a full-fledged political dynamo. Part of that nurturing-and the unions made this 

abundantly real just by their sheer numbers-has to be the inclusion of people of color into the Occupy Wall 

Street movement. Until yesterday, at least in New York City, the scene was, again, mostly White sisters 

and brothers (yes, we all are sisters and brothers, no question). Well-meaning, yes, but good intentions do 

not mean you are truly progressive. Can't continue to say "We are the 99 percent" but there is not a 

consistent and daily picture of the rainbow coalition of America from city to city. Can't continue to say "We 

are the 99 percent" and your leaderless leadership (which is untrue, because someone is clearly calling 

the shots here, at least some of the time) is mostly White males, and not inclusive as it could be of women, 

of people of color, of gay sisters and brothers, and of other marginalized people as equal partners in the 

 

Continued on page 11 
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leadership, visible or not. Can't continue to say "We 

are the 99 percent" and not understand the 

importance of history, of our shared history of 

protest, of movements, and how it is going to take 

younger people and older people, and new activists 

and seasoned activists like myself, to make this into 

the powerful movement it can truly be, not just for a 

few weeks, or a few months, but for the next 

several years, and as needed. 

  

And you can't continue to say "We are the 99 

percent" if, eventually, there is no real agenda for 

the people other than a lashing out about Wall 

Street, about the need for jobs, or to end all wars, 

and on and on. Where influential Tea Party backers 

were both brilliant and strategic is that they saw this 

spontaneous thing happening and they got behind it 

and blew wind into the sails. So much so that there 

are now Tea Party political candidates within the 

Republican Party. And certainly Republican 

presidential nominee contenders who feel 

compelled to respond to the Tea Party national 

agenda. 

  

(And, to be fair to my White sisters and brothers, 

Black folks and Latino folks in America in particular, 

two of the most in-need communities, economically, 

need to get off our collective behinds and fully join 

and co-lead the Occupy Wall Street movement. As 

the saying goes, either you are a part of the solution 

or you are a part of the problem....) 

  

That is what we on the left, we so-called 

progressives or liberals or whatever we call 

ourselves, must do. Drive the national 

conversations on issues of the day in a new 

direction. And not as a reaction to Republicans, or 

the Tea Party, or right-wing conservatives, but 

because we understand, as a people who know 

change is in our hands, truly, that movements only 

last if you are proactive, and have a vision for what 

needs to happen, even while maintaining a very 

loose and democratic leadership structure where 

different voices are heard and honored. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ABOUT BRO. KEVIN POWELL 
 

Kevin Powell is a nationally acclaimed 

political activist, public speaker, and writer 

based in Brooklyn, New York. The author or 

editor of 10 books, Kevin's 11th, Barack 

Obama, Ronald Reagan, and The Ghost of 

Dr. King: And Other Blogs and Essays, will 

be published January 2012 by lulu.com. 

Email him at kevin@kevinpowell.net, or 

follow him on Twitter @kevin_powell 

The above is an excerpt from Bro. Powellôs recent blog.  For the complete blog, visit: 

Occupy Wall Street: The Revolution will be Multiplied 

 

 

é.Occupy Wall Street 
 
Continued from page 10 

On September 17 th , Main Street 
converged on Wall Street in a show of 
protest and solidarity.  

 

http://www.kevinpowell.net/blog/2011/10/occupy-wall-street-the-revolution-will-be-multiplied/
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Catching up with  

KXL Brother of the Year  

President Bro. Lael Chappell 
by Bro. Tony Thompson 

 
 

 

 

The mission statement of our great fraternity says 

Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. develops leaders, 

promotes brotherhood and academic excellence, 

while providing service and advocacy for our 

communities.   

  

It is an honor to be a member of this illustrious 

organization, to meet men who continuously 

strive to fulfill the goals and aims and mission of 

our organization.  Even more gratifying is the fact 

that not only are we all brothers, but I have the 

privilege to call some friend.  Malcom X once said 

ñI believe in the brotherhood of all men, but I don't 

believe in wasting brotherhood on anyone who 

doesn't want to practice it with me. Brotherhood is 

a two-way street.ò  I am proud to say that I can 

call the 2010-2011 Brother of the Year, Brother 

Lael Chappell, my friend.   

  

Lael was born in Atlanta, Georgia and graduated 

from Douglas County High School before 

proceeding to the University of Georgia, where he 

had a double major, graduating in 2006 with a 

B.A. in Banking and Finance and a B.A. in Risk 

Management and Insurance. Also while at the 

University of Georgia, he took courses from the 

Institute of Leadership and Advancement and 

received a certificate in Personal and 

Organizational Leadership.  After graduation, Lael 

began his career at Zurich Financial Services in 

their Associate Training Program. Upon 

completion of the rotational program, Lael 

relocated to New York and currently resides in 

Zurichôs Global Corporate Strategic Risk 

Solutions Group as an underwriter. 

  

Brother Chappell became a member of Alpha Phi 

Alpha his freshman year in college. He stated that 

he actually knew very little about Greek Life prior 

to entering the University or Georgia, but knew he 

wanted to get involved in campus activities. ñI 

happened to notice there were a few minority 

male leaders in some organizations on campus 

and would come to later find that most were   

 

  

members of the Zeta Pi chapter. This sparked my 

initial interest and the rest is historyò said Brother 

Chappell.  ñRight before I was initiated I 

happened to find out my cousin was a founding 

member of the Zeta Pi Chapter, and would later 

come to find I had another who was a founding 

member of Xi Tau (Georgia Southern). Having 

the opportunity to speak with both of them about 

their experiences only strengthened my love and 

commitment for our beloved fraternity and 

provided me the motivation to assist with the 

rebuilding of my chapter my senior year.ò  

  

Lael joined the Kappa Xi Lambda Chapter in 2007 

and became certified to be College Chapter 

Advisor in 2008 and has continued to serve as 

the College Advisor the last three years. While in 

this position Lael joined the executive board as 

Sergeant-at-Arms before becoming President of 

the chapter for the 2010 ï 2011 fraternal year. 

 

                                           Continued on page 13 

  

 

 

Bro. President Lael  Chappell (center) 
can always be found with his KXL 
brothers whether it be Bermuda, 

Chicago, or the King dedication in DC.  
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é.Brother of the Year 

 
Continued from page 12 

 
 

KXL Brotherôs of the Year 
 
2005 ï Bro. Samuel Parker  
2006 ï Bro. Samuel Parker  
2007 ï Bro. Samuel Parker  
2008 ï Bro. Brian Pruitt  
2009 ï Bro. Tony Thompson  
2010 ï Bro. Tony Thompson & 
Jioha  Amatokwu  
2011 ï Bro. Lael  Chappell  

Kappa Xi Lambdaôs annual Brother 

of the Year Award was named for 

Brother Sam Parker who 

graciously stepped away from 

award consideration after winning 

the BOTY award three consecutive 

years.  Brother Parker was an 

amazing brother and friend whose 

contributions to KXL were 

immeasurable.  Despite a 

demanding professional career, he 

always made time for brothers at 

all times of day and night.  Sadly 

Brother Parker joined Omega 

Chapter 2/9/2008. 

 

 

During his first year he envisioned the chapter 

getting ñBack to the B.A.S.I.C.S.ò. The executive 

board drove a vision of focusing on reclamation, 

enhancing our impact in the community, and 

balancing the brotherhood and business of the 

fraternity. Lael was re-elected for a second term 

and will serve as President for the 2011 ï 2012 

fraternal year. 

  

I had the opportunity to talk to my friend and ask 

him some questions about our beloved 

organization, our chapter, and gain some insight 

on his passion and what drives him.   

  

What made you want to take on the challenge 

of leading Kappa Xi Lambda? 

  

The brothers - I was humbled immediately when I 

heard I was nominated for President of Kappa Xi 

Lambda and appreciated the fact brothers 

thought of me as a candidate for such a task. 

While I will admit I initially wavered on the idea, 

wondering if it were truly the appropriate time for 

me to seize the opportunity of the role of leading 

the chapter, but it was the encouragement of the 

brotherhood and support that was, and has been, 

provided to me that inspired me to take on the 

task. The way the brothers rallied and stepped up 

to assist with bringing the vision of taking Kappa 

Xi Lambda to the next level is and continues to be 

my motivation.  

  

You just completed your first term as 

President.  As President, were there any goals 

that you set for your first term that you feel 

you were not able to complete? 

  

Anyone who knows me will tell you I tend to 

always want to push myself to the limit ï then two 

steps beyond that. With that in mind, I wanted to 

keep an open mind and truthfully focus on doing 

the things which were best for the brotherhood of 

KXL. I wanted to be sure we assisted in 

strengthening the presence of Alpha Phi Alpha in 

the area, nurtured our relationships as brothers, 

and expanded our impact on the community ï 

and find a way to genuinely enjoy doing all of it. 

 

Continued on page 14 

   

 

 

Bro. Samuel C. Parker, III 
ñA Brotherôs Brotherò 
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As I prepared to take over as President of KXL I 

reached out to all of our previous leaders. Many 

warned me you will need more than one term to 

truly bring all your dreams for the chapter to 

fruition.  It only took me a few months in the chair 

to realize they were right. 

  

What has been your biggest challenge so far 

as President 

  

Having the opportunity to be president in 

undergrad as well as an alumni chapter I can see 

the different challenges of each role. The biggest 

challenge for me is really the biggest opportunity - 

finding time to be a brother to all brothers and 

keep each engaged. My goal as president is to 

always be accessible and build a personal 

relationship with each of the brothers within the 

area, but specifically focusing on meaningful ones 

with the brothers of our chapter.  It can be  

 

 

challenging at times with nearly 70 (at the 

moment) in the chapter, but it is my job to make 

sure each feels satisfied in the activities and 

opportunities the chapter provides.  

  

Entering your second term, what do you plan 

to do differently? 

  

Last year our leadership team spent a lot of time 

focused on strengthening our abilities internally 

so that we could eventually work on increasing 

the chapter s overall impact in the community. 

We were fortunate enough to have a lot of the 

brothers who were critical to many of last years 

initiatives still involved for the 2011 ï 2012 

fraternal year. As this is the case, we will continue 

to analyze ways to become more efficient with 

some of our internal practices, but also 

strategically start to improve and embrace our 

outside partnerships and relationships so that we 

can begin to implement our plan to expand our 

impact on the overall community.  

  

You are the youngest President in KXLôs 

history.  That is quite an accomplishment.   

How does that make you feel knowing that 

you are entrusted to lead one of the most 

active and recognized chapters in NYC? 

  

I am humbled by the opportunity and appreciative 

of the brotherhoodôs support and encouragement. 

The brothers have really rallied to make sure that 

we continue to improve as a chapter. Iôm very 

proud of the leadership team as we genuinely 

work well together and all aim to strive for 

excellence. They continue to push me and each 

other to get better and I can see how it is 

spreading throughout the culture of the chapter.  

  

As we get ready to select our next General 

President in a few months, what in the 

Fraternity would you personally like to see be 

a focus for our next GP? 

  

I think we are at an extremely pivotal point in the 

history of our fraternity. In a time where people 

are questioning the relevancy of BGLOôs in 

society I think it is imperative we are supported by  

 

                                         Continued on page 15 

   

 

 

Fellow UGA alums Bro. Mark Anthony 
Thomas and Bro. Lael  Chappell bring 
southern flavor to the big apple.  
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Zurich KAMP Award Winner  
 
In 2009, Lael was awarded a ñK.A.M.P. 

Awardò by his job at Zurich Financial 

Services. Below is a snippet from his 

companies newsletter.   

 

Zurich in North America created the 

K.A.M.P. Award in memory of the four 

Zurich employees lost in the tragic 

events of September 11, 2001. The 

acronym ñK.A.M.P.ò, developed by a 

special employee committee, is a name 

derived from the colleaguesô last 

names. It is representative of the spirit, 

courage, dedication, integrity and 

passion that were integral 

characteristics of those extraordinary 

friends and associates ï John Keohane, 

Peggy Alario, Kathy Moran and Lud 

Picarro. 

 

Since 2002, nearly 40 Zurich 

employees across the U.S. have 

received this honorable recognition. 

Lael shared his thoughts at the time on 

why nominating a colleague is so 

important. 

 

ñNominating an individual you feel 

worthy of being a recipient of a KAMP 

award displays your appreciation for 

their efforts inside and outside the 

office. While we have many metrics to 

monitor our professional success, this 

award allows you to display an 

appreciation for the character and 

selfless efforts of our colleagues. To be 

honored with this award, which serves 

as a memory of our lost colleagues, 

reiterates one's sense of pride for the 

company we work and community we 

live.ò 

 

proper leadership to guide the future generation. 

We have numerous tasks and initiatives which 

need to be addressed but I believe the final two 

candidates platforms are covering two key issues 

ï how do we invest within the brotherhood so that 

we keep more brothers engaged and doing the 

work of Alpha and how do we ensure our actions 

reflect the desire to expand our capabilities and 

overall impact on the community. While this will 

surely be a close race, I think that the brother who 

is able to establish his ability to execute will rally 

the brotherhood behind his leadership and be our 

next 34th General President.  

  

Are you involved in any activities or 

organizations outside of the chapter? 

  

Yes ï I thrive off staying busy. Iôm involved in a 

few other professional associations; some 

continued education, as well as beginning to work 

on some personal ventures. Some of these 

organizations include Terry College Mentor 

(mentoring current students at UGA as they 

transition to Corporate America), Coca Cola 

Scholars Alumni, NY Young Insurance 

Professionals, National African American 

Insurance Association, and the New York Urban 

League Young Professionals.  I am also currently 

in class for a certificate at NYU in Investment 

Banking and in the middle of due diligence on 

some entrepreneurial opportunities.  Time 

management is truthfully key in keeping my 

personal and professional life balanced.  

  

What would you like your legacy to be? 

  

I would hope brothers remember me as a 

brother s brother that genuinely loves Alpha and 

our brotherhood. I think back to the oath we all 

took as brothers and live each day trying to make 

sure I have done my part to hold the light high. 

Inside and outside our beloved fraternity, I want to 

be respected as someone who appreciated all the 

sacrifices made for me to have the opportunity to 

do the best I could in life, and someone that 

genuinely aspired to make the world better for the 

future. When God has decided that my time on 

this earth is done, I would hope I have done 

enough in my ñdashò  to have made the world a 

better place for the future generations. 
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Welcome Back Week Re-cap! 

The Fraternal Year got off to a crazy start in 

true KXL style.  Brothers honored our 9/11 

heroes through personal reflections in a 

special newsletter devoted to the 10th 

anniversary of September 11, 2001.  Next 

came our first chapter meeting on the 13th 

where we welcomed many new visitors and 

started the year off with over 40 brothers 

already financial for this new year.  On the 

14th bros had an opportunity to let loose a bit 

with ñNew York State of Mindò, our welcome 

back mixer at the Empire Room where we 

collected donations for the 1st Responders 

Fund.  On Saturday the 17th we began the 

morning with our first Alpha GENTS session 

for the year and ended the day with our first 

annual Family Day picnic at Prospect Park.   

Sunday capped off the week with 

participation in the African American Day 

Parade and voter registration with the 

participation of our Alpha GENTS.   
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Destination Syracuse University:  

Where real men wear Orange and Blue 
by Bro. Dr. Ted Ingram 

 
 

 

 

Armed with literature from the College 

Board, the Alpha G.E.N.T.S. mentoring 

program set off to Syracuse University for 

its annual college tour on Friday, 

October, 14, 2011. The excursion filled 

with ice breakers, intellectual 

conversation, and laughter is always a 

treat for all men involved. Beyond the 

traditional information session provided 

by the admissions counselor of Syracuse 

University, the brothers of Syracuse  

(Delta Zeta) were involved with educating 

our high school students. Delta Zeta 

participated in a panel discussion as they 

spoke about their time in college. 

Furthermore, the undergraduate brothers 

toured the grounds of the campus and 

ñbroke breadò with the GENTS.  

 

Immediately following, we visited a 

smaller institution - Le Moyne College, 

located minutes from Syracuse 

University. Traditionally, the education 

committee creates an opportunity for 

GENTS to visit two colleges or 

universities, providing the students an 

opportunity to experience a larger 

institution as well as a smaller college. 

This experience allows them a chance to 

see another college while also providing 

an opportunity to compare and contrast 

institutions. Thought-provoking 

discussions were infused in the ride as 

Alpha brothers conversed with the 

GENTS to make sure the experience was 

truly understood.  In summation, the 

brothers of Kappa Xi Lambda 

acknowledge and thank the supporters of 

the Wall Street Alphas Charitable 

Foundation for making this trip a 

continuing success. Further, we look 

forward to the anticipating support in the 

years to come.  
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òIõm not sinless, 

but I am sinning 

lessó 

 
Bro. Rev. Dr. Eric 

B. Turner 

ñObey God and give HIM all the Consequencesò 
 

Brothers recently put on their Sunday best and came together for a few hours to participate in the 

Annual Menôs Day Service at Mt. Zion AME Church in Harlem.  The guest preacher for the day was 

our own Bro. Rev. Dr. Eric B. Turner who quickly brought the parishioners to their feet with his 

spirited sermon on eliminating foolishness and those in your circle whose sole purpose is to 

bring you down and hold you back.   

 

Having received his PhD in Marriage and Family Counseling from the University of Akron, in 

addition to having become a licensed and ordained Elder/Preacher of the Gospel under Pastor 

Kenneth W. Paramore at the United Baptist Church in Akron, Ohio provided Bro. Reverend Turner 

with a unique and common sense approach to spirituality and delivering an impactful message.  

He struck a cord with all when he shared his thoughts on constantly working to become a better 

servant of God, noting ñIôm not sinless, but I am sinning less.ò 

 


